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ROAD TRAFFIC (AUTHORISATION TO DRIVE) BILL 2007 
Introduction and First Reading 

Bill introduced, on motion by Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan (Minister for Planning and Infrastructure), and read a 
first time. 

Explanatory memorandum presented by the minister. 

Second Reading 
MS A.J.G. MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [12.33 pm]:  I move - 

That the bill be now read a second time. 
In November 2003, this government, together with all Australian jurisdictions, supported the introduction of the 
Road Transport Reform (Compliance and Enforcement) Bill as model legislation to improve compliance with 
load restraint, mass and dimension requirements for vehicles. 
Improved compliance, and therefore safety, is to be achieved by extending the level of accountability to include 
consignors, packers, loaders and consignees, or receivers.  Currently, the legislation focuses only on owners and 
drivers.  This extended accountability is colloquially referred to as “chain of responsibility”, and is supported by 
the introduction of search powers and a broader range of sanctions. 
The national model focuses on heavy vehicles only.  However, Western Australia has extended the requirements 
to all vehicles to maximise the road safety benefits.  Light vehicles breaching mass, dimension and load restraint 
requirements can pose a greater risk to road safety than heavy vehicles.   
Due to the size and complexity of the model bill, it is not possible to simply insert the provisions into the 
existing Road Traffic Act.  This provided an excellent opportunity to restructure the road traffic law in Western 
Australia to better reflect the current regulatory and administrative regime. 
Historically, all road traffic law in Western Australia was administered and enforced by the Western Australia 
Police.  In 1995, the vehicle and driver licensing functions were transferred from the WA Police to Transport and 
are now the responsibility of the Department for Planning and Infrastructure.  Since this time the Road Traffic 
Act 1974 has delineated the functions via the application of the legal concept of licensing provisions as defined 
in the act.  The existing legislative framework is convoluted and outdated.  This structure has seen the creation of 
three new bills, each dealing with a discrete area of the law and the streamlining of the Road Traffic Act 1974.  
To achieve this restructure, numerous provisions have been moved from the Road Traffic Act, Vehicle Standards 
Regulations and the Road Traffic Code to the new bills in order to align legislative provisions based on 
administrative and functional responsibilities. 
The three new bills are: the Road Traffic (Authorisation to Drive) Bill, which deals with all matters pertaining to 
driver licensing and other driving authorisations such as learner’s permits, and interstate and overseas visitors.  
Secondly, the Road Traffic (Vehicles) Bill, which deals with vehicle licensing, vehicle standards and mass, 
dimension and load restraint requirements; and the Road Traffic (Authorisation) Bill, which addresses all 
administrative and overarching powers applicable to the three pieces of legislation.  Finally, the three bills are 
also supported by the Road Traffic (Consequential Provisions) Bill and the Road Traffic (Vehicles) (Taxing) Bill 
2007. 
I now refer specifically to the Road Traffic (Authorisation to Drive) Bill.  This bill contains the legislative 
framework for all driver licensing matters, and demerit point sanctions, which have been moved from the Road 
Traffic Act to facilitate the introduction of the Road Transport Reform (Compliance and Enforcement) Bill and 
to align legislative provisions based on the administrative and functional responsibilities.  The bill does not 
introduce any new legislative provisions in WA, and will not impact on the current requirements relating to 
driver licensing matters. 
I commend the bill to the house. 
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr T.R. Sprigg.  
 


